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Are you Do you have Then we want you!
> caring » listening skills The Youth Department is
» outgoing » self-motivation looking for young opR
> hardworking > a sense of humour between the

> a change maker? » enthusiasm?

» pass down cultural knowledge

> keep traditional practices alive

> gain knowledge from program Elders
By Calvin Racette and > inspire others to have pride in our culture
Jackie Taypotat > gain leadership and communication skills
We Want You! . » have a life-changing experience!

2 .
Role Models Lookout ... I have a voice for change,

and I’'m going to use jt!
B e s — Ashley Callingbull, Mrs, Universe, 2015

Dream Team 5
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Role Models

This week in class, Mr. Barry asked us to create info cards featuring our role models;
we’ve posted them in class on our Motivation Station board. Look at all these
amazing people! It’s hard not to be inspired after seeing what they’ve accomplished.

WHO: Cadmus Delorme, Cree-Saulteaux
FROM: Cowessess, Saskatchewan

HE’S MY ROLE MODEL BECAUSE: At only 34

years old, Cadmus Delorme became chief of the
Cowessess First Nation ... elected with a huge
majority and with no real political experience.

| want to be a leader like him! He gave up his job in
student recruitment at the First Nations Urversi y
of Canada, where he graduated wiii a busii 2_s ¢ drir stration degree and was student
president, so he could foct s on be irg Chief. b 2 says the greatest gift ever given to

him was from ar Elc 2r, ai d hat we s th_ability to listen. | love that, because | believe
listeningi. 'nde "1 3te «. Cadn 5 also wants to improve life on the reserve so people
who e wi.' con e haccand share their talents.

WHO: Andréanne Dandeneau, Métis
FROM: Saint-Boniface, Manitoba

SHE’S MY ROLE MODEL BECAUSE: Two of my
passions are my Dene culture and fashion. | didn’t
see a lot of overlap between them—until | read
about fashion designer Andréanne Dandeneau.
Andréanne, who is Métis of French Canadian and
Anishinabe heritage, is also passionate about her
culture, and she found a way to express it in her clothing line. She started Voila par
Andréanne in her parents’ basement and grew it into an award-winning company. Her
clothing is made in Winnipeg using fabrics made from fair-trade, sustainable bamboo
and organic cotton. It is everything clothing should be: responsibly manufactured,
environmentally friendly, truly Canadian—and absolutely beautiful.

QUOTES: If you believe that every challenge creates opportunity, you will attract positive

outcomes and good things will happen for you. — Andréanne Dandeneau
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WHO: Chelsea Vowel, Métis
FROM: Lac Ste. Anne, Alberta
SHE’S MY ROLE MODEL BECAUSE: Chelsea Vawel i_ tryir. 7 to « estroy inyths about

Indigenous peoples. She’s a lawyer an " awr t r, ¢ »2.=r L hok Indigenous Writes: A
Guide to First Nations, Métis € [iiuit Issue 5 1.2 Car ¢ 1is a collection of essays that tell the
TRUTH. So many neoy.'e thin - “liat every sirigle person who identifies as Indigenous
doesn’thav tc nay ax ortha v~u getafree house if you live on a reserve. I've even
had p -aple 5.y 11 me, it ..ust be nice to get free university someday. A lot of that

\

I'ave one outlook of where we are at currently, | have a vision for where we can
go, and | have a strategy for getting us there. — Chelsea Vowel

1 ) £ H 4
lallsuagc, alta 1t S Uric ur e, tou.

WHO: Nelson Tagoona, Inuit
FROM: Baker Lake, Nunavut

HE’S MY ROLE MODEL BECAUSE: Nelson Tagoona makes
incredible music, first of all. His style of music is called “throat
boxing”—it combines traditional Inuit throat singing with beat
boxing. Nelson also inspires me because he has overcome a
difficult past. He grew up in a remote community in Nunavut
and lost his father and several friends to suicide. He’s dealt
with depression and bullying but has found a way to turn his
pain into something positive. Nelson also devotes his energy
to helping other youth. He travels to remote northern communities with the Music Alive
program, so he can perform for students. If that’s not enough, he works with Blueprint
for Life. In this program, he conducts hip-hop workshops with vulnerable youth who
learn to deal with the same issues he’s dealt with. He’s amazing!

QUOTE: No matter how dark your days have been, you’ll see that shining light

once again. — Nelson Tagoona




WHO: Ta’Kaiya Blaney, Coast Salish
FROM: Powell River, British Columbia

SHE’S MY ROLE MODEL BECAUSE: Ta’Kaiya
Blaney uses her singing voice to bring
awareness to climate change and issues
affecting Indigenous peoples. Ta’Kaiya is a
member of the Tla’Amin First Nation; she
is 15 years old, and she inspires me to do
more. She’s spoken on a United Nations
panel, sung at the Paris climate talks, and
participated in protests around the world. E
She started writing her first song, “Shallow Waters,” wh=.: she\ 2= onl_ 8 ye rsold.
The song protested the Northern Gateway pipe''ne. &’Kaiy is & so zassionate
about her First Nations community and b -ide ity *.a Tirs. Nations person. She
speaks up fearlessly and has he' sed me re \lice th. t.t’s time my voice—and every
young voice—is heard *oc

WHO: Ty Fast Taypotat, Cree-Métis
FROM: Regina, Saskatchewan

to be a professional rodeo rider like him. Ty is of
Cree and Métis heritage and is a member of the
Kahkewistahaw First Nation. By 17, he was a two-
time International Indian Finals Rodeo Champion.
Today, Ty is a professional competitor, competing in five Canadian Finals Rodeos and

the greatest show on Earth, the Calgary Stampede. He’s even been featured on APTN’s
show, underEXPOSED, where a photographer followed him to the Canadian Finals Rodeo.
| found out that rodeoing runs in Ty’s family. His grandfather, Louis, has been chief of the
Kahkewistahaw First Nation for 35 years, and he also founded the Prairie Indian Rodeo
Association. Ty’s dad, Curtis, did bareback riding and tie-down roping.

QUOTE: If you believe, you will achieve. — Ty Fast Taypotat
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Dream Team

In memory of Shannen Koostachin, aged
15, we are the youth members of the Dream
Team and other First Nations Children and
Youth from across Canada.

Shannen Koostachin, from the Attawapiskat
First Nation in Ontario, had a dream: safe and
comfy schools and culturally based education
for First Nations children and youth.

Many First Nations schools receive less
funding per student than provincial and
territorial schools do—and zero dollars for
things like libraries, computers, languages,
or extracurricular activities. Many schools
also do not provide a safe and apr-_priate
learning environment; some ma, pr-2
serious health cori erns

Sheaneri work ' tin lessly to try to give

Fir.t natic 1s o ila.en a proper education.
‘In ortur.ately, she died in a car accident
12010, at the age of 15, before her dream
could come true. But, eventually, it did come
true. In August 2014, a new school opened

in Attawapiskat. The following is a letter
Shannen’s supporters sent to the United
Nations Committee on the Rights of the
Child in 2011.

Shannen Koostachin speaks
on Parliament Hill.

We would like you to ask the Gov :1.xme t of
Canada why there ar no s :h.ols #.11.3n ¢
of our cor=.u ities ai 2 wr. s riany of our
sch.nlsar ins 'ch poc - condition.

Ve .anc.*o ..now why the level of funding
v. 2. eceive for education is less compared
to communities in other parts of Ontario
and Canada.

We also want to know why we have to fight
so hard for what our peers in other parts of
Canada are able to take for granted.

In 2008, four students from Attawapiskat

First Nation in northern Ontario, Shannen
Koostachin, Chris Kataquapit, Solomon

Rae, and Jonah Sutherland, wrote to the
Committee on behalf of all students of
Attawapiskat First Nation, to let you know
that many First Nations children and youth
were suffering because of the poor conditions
in our schools and the underfunding of
education and learning support programs.
These circumstances make our right to
receive a proper education almost impossible
in many of our communities.

Children in Attawapiskat still go to school in
rundown portables that are overcrowded,
unheated, overrun with mice and placed only
metres away from the polluted site of the
original school building. The old school sat
on land contaminated by the seepage of over
50000 litres of diesel fuel.



Though the fuel leak was known to the
government for years, no action was taken
to safeguard the health of the children
and youth in the community. Students
and teachers alike becameiill as a result

of the leaked fuel while the government
denied there was any problem. Eventually,
the school was closed and replaced with
portables that were supposed to be a
temporary solution.

Since 2000, three separate Ministers of
Indian and Northern Affairs, Robert Nault,
Andy Scott and Chuck Strahl, have visited
Attawapiskat and promised that a new
school would be built. However, the
portables remain and their condii on
continues to deterior~*C h 'e the
children wait.

We kr o, th. t \here are 50 First Nations
comr i 2s that need schools and that
sor .€ First Nations schools are infested
with snakes [and] mice and contaminated
with black mould. How are we supposed to
learn in these conditions?

The young people of Attawapiskat are not
asking for special favours or to be treated
differently from other young people in
Canada. They are simply asking for the same
level of resources provided to students living
off-reserve and for the government to keep
its promises and safeguard their rights.

Thatis the simple message behind
Shannen’s Dream, the letter-writing
campaign and the efforts of students across
the country that form the basis of this
alternate report to the Committee. Shannen
just wanted the government to keep its word
to First Nations children and youth and to
remember that receiving an educationis a
right for all children and youth in Canada.

She wanted government leaders to
understand that it is hard for children to
learn when they are in classrooms that are
cold, unhealthy, poorly resourced, unsafe,
and in need of repair—a common experience
for First Nations young people on reserves
across Canada. Can any adult imagine
having to go to work in such conditions day
after day, year after year?

Shannen wanted you to know that Fi +*
Nations children across C~:.acat ave
dreams of becomi g doct re; (2ac els,
grass dancers, engl - _ers, ¢ Yoks, producers
ar . otk 2r "hing 5. We .t to be successful
pe ), le vno . 2lp make our communities
Lf1oNger.

She also wanted to let you know that

the Government of Canada provides less
funding for elementary and secondary
schools on-reserve than for schools off-
reserve. This makes achieving our dreams
very difficult. Shannen was going to send
the Committee a full report on what this
difference in funding means for First Nations
students but, sadly, she passed away last
spring in a car accident.

Many of us are giving up hope because we
can’t get a proper education. As many as
three out of four First Nations youth will
drop out of high school because they have
lost hope.

“School is a time for dreams,” Shannen said,
“every kid deserves this.” There are many
children who, like us, continue to struggle
to make sure Shannen’s dream of “safe and
comfy schools” that reflect the culture of
our peoples and provide the same level of
education for First Nations students as non-
First Nations students is realized.
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We continue to work with people and
organizations across the country to keep
Shannen’s dream and memory alive. The
Shannen’s Dream campaign is about young
people and adults making sure that the
Government of Canada provides the level of
funding necessary on reserves so that First
Nations youth can learn their languages and
cultures in proper schools (not in polluted
buildings, tents, or mouldy, mice-infested,
and unsafe portables).

Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth walk
together to support Shannen’s Dream.

With the help of adult allies and supporters,
we have been told that you can order

a review under Article 45 of the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child. We are hopeful that when this review
is undertaken, a Special Rapporteur will
come to Attawapiskat and other First
Nations communities in Canada and see the
substandard conditions of our schools and
the education we receive.

We know the law says that the same
standards of education must apply to both
on-reserve and off-reserve schools. We also
know that no off-reserve community would
tolerate the shameful conditions under which
we receive our education. We want you to ask
the Government of Canada why the schools

and standards pertaining to education

for First Nations children are so markedly
different from what is provided to students
off-reserve.

In Shannen’s, Chris’s, Solomon’s and
Jonah’s original letter to the Committee in
2008, they shared the view of the Ontario
Secondary School Teachers Federation
that declared there are two standards »f
education in Canada, and thata ysten

of “educational aparth_iu” e, ists for Tirs -
Nations childr 1.

We nanttc kno v why,

. scnildren and youth, we continue

tu write letters to the government but
nothing changes. The discrimination and
denial of our rights continues. We need
your help. Please read our letters. Please
come to see us! Please help! Please stand
for Shannen who never saw the promised
school built in her community. Itisin her
memory that we are keeping her dream
alive and writing to share the message
she wanted you to hear.

Please join with us and ask the Government
of Canada to meet its obligations to ensure
First Nations children and youth have

access to the same education opportunities
as all young people in Canada. It is our right.

Signatories,
Dream Team Members

River Tenasco
Daisey Brascoupe
Shawnesia Ottawa
Chelsea Edwards
Shauna Jerome

First Nations Children and Youth
from across Canada



Environmental

Last night, a bunch of us had a group chat about
c h tt environmental issues in Canada. It was an eye-
a e r opening chat, and inspiring, too. We’re young,
but we’re informed, and we plan to speak up.

Pipelines are my big issue. | don’t want them running through forests in British Columbia. |
read online that a plpellne has been approved from Edmonton to Burnaby. It will be able to
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Cayden

I’m from Nunavut, and we have a big proble: up1 0.*h be: ause f ~""..iate change.
Lakes and rivers are melting early, so .= car t sno ..u. ile. cross theice to
traditional campsites. Eve~ .1e ocean e ‘si1e ir 5. Plus, the Elders we look up to
for their ability to g ‘edictt. - _ather a = h.ving a hard time doing so. They say it’s
because th - winc ar 1 clouc nattens are changing ...

| "'vo in Ot aw ), Ontario, and this may sound weird, but my mom used to skate the
Ani Ri'eav. Canal to get to work in the winter. She said it was the perfect way to avoid
4 ) raffic. But she doesn’t skate it a lot anymore. Cold winter temperatures aren’t
© ©%  guaranteed, and sometimes the canal isn’t frozen—in the middle of February!

I’ll be the Alberta representative! A lot of people | know work with natural
resources. Some work in oil, others in forestry or mining. | think people need good

jobs, so I’'m not against using our natural resources. But | think we have to use Maya
them responsibly so we don’t ruin our planet. And Indigenous people have to be {;f‘“
consulted if the resources are anywhere near their communities! vy

East coaster here. The provincial government in New Brunswick (where [ live) put
a ban on fracking in 2014, but some companies are trying to get it lifted. (In case
you don’t know, fracking is a way to get shale gas from underground rock.) The
Dave companies say fracking will bring jobs and be good for the economy, but | agree we
P have to do this more responsibly. What makes it worse is that the companies are
not consulting with Indigenous groups.
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